
 

Why Use Documentation? 
There are three reasons documentation is important in projects you compose.  
 

 

It helps you acknowledge your debt to your 
sources.  
When you use someone else’s words, images, ideas, or other 
intellectual property, give them credit. It lets readers know that 
you respect the creative works that others produce. 

It helps you establish credibility.  
Whenever you refer to the ideas and statements of experts, you 
strengthen your own work. Quoting, paraphrasing, and 
summarizing relevant arguments, data, and research shows 
readers that your ideas build upon the knowledge of experts on 
the topic. 

It helps your readers find your source so they 
can learn more. 
Your readers may want to know more about the ideas or data in 
your project. Your documentation tells readers where to find 
that information so they can explore the subject further. 

 

This resource was designed to accompany Markel & Selber’s Technical Communication (12th ed), which is the 
source of the three reasons stated above (p. 611). Icons from The Noun Project, downloaded as a NounPro for 
Education member. Design inspired by “Thinking Visually” features in Markel’s Practical Strategies for Technical 
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